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�1�H�O�V�R�Q���0�D�Q�G�H�O�D�·�V���P�R�W�K�H�U���G�L�H�G���L�Q��
1968 and his eldest son Thembi in 
1969. He was not allowed to attend 
their funerals.

On 31 March 1982 Nelson Mandela 
was transferred to Pollsmoor 
Prison in Cape Town with Sisulu, 
Mhlaba and Mlangeni. Kathrada 
joined them in October. When he 
returned to the prison in November 
1985 after prostate surgery Nelson 
Mandela was held alone. Justice 
Minister Kobie Coetsee visited him 
in hospital. Later Nelson Mandela 
initiated talks about an ultimate 
meeting between the apartheid 
government and the ANC.

On 12 August 1988 he was taken 
to hospital where he was diagnosed 
with tuberculosis. After more than 
three months in two hospitals he 
was transferred on 7 December 
1988 to a house at Victor Verster 
Prison near Paarl where he spent 
his last 14 months of imprisonment. 
He was released from its gates on 
Sunday 11 February 1990, nine days 
after the unbanning of the ANC and 

the PAC and nearly four months 
after the release of his remaining 
Rivonia comrades. Throughout his 
imprisonment he had rejected at least 
three conditional offers of release.

Nelson Mandela immersed himself 
�L�Q���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���W�D�O�N�V���W�R���H�Q�G���Z�K�L�W�H���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\��
rule and in 1991 was elected ANC 
President to replace his ailing friend 
Oliver Tambo. In 1993 he and 
President FW de Klerk jointly won 
the Nobel Peace Prize and on 27 
�$�S�U�L�O�������������K�H���Y�R�W�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���W�L�P�H��
in his life.

On 10 May 1994 he was 
�L�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�W�H�G���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�·�V���À�U�V�W��
democratically elected President. On 
his 80th birthday in 1998 he married 
Graça Machel, his third wife.

True to his promise Nelson Mandela 
stepped down in 1999 after one 
term as President. He continued 
to work with the Nelson Mandela 
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���)�X�Q�G���K�H���V�H�W���X�S���L�Q������������
and established the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation and The Mandela 
Rhodes Foundation.

In April 2007 his grandson Mandla 
Mandela was installed as head of 
the Mvezo Traditional Council at a 
ceremony at the Mvezo Great Place.

Nelson Mandela never wavered 
in his devotion to democracy, 
equality and learning. Despite 
terrible provocation, he never 
answered racism with racism. His 
life is an inspiration to all who are 
oppressed and deprived; and to all 
who are opposed to oppression and 
deprivation.

He died at his home in 
Johannesburg on 5 December 2013.

�
�1�H�O�V�R�Q���0�D�Q�G�H�O�D�·�V���I�D�W�K�H�U���G�L�H�G��
in 1930 when Mandela was 12 
and his mother died in 1968 
when he was in prison. While 
the autobiography Long Walk to 
�)�U�H�H�G�R�P���S�O�D�F�H�V���0�D�G�L�E�D�·�V���I�D�W�K�H�U�·�V��
death in 1927, historical evidence 
shows it must have been later, 
most likely 1930. In fact, the 
original Long Walk to Freedom 
manuscript (written on Robben 
Island) states the year as 1930.


